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I have therefore no hesitation in declaring my firm detenni-
nation to support the succession of Secunder Jah, as being
essentially connected with the security of all the interests com-
mitted to my charge. The execution of this determination will
be attended with little difficulty should his Highness's death be
protracted until after the proposed augmentation of the subsi-
diary engagements with him shall have taken place. The French
party at Hyderabad will then be no longer in existence, and so
powerful a body of our troops as will then be in the service of
his Highness will be sufficient to preclude either foreign or
domestic opposition.

It is more than probable, however, that his Highnesses death
will take place before the proposed engagements can be carried
into effect.

With a view to the probability of this case I have resolved to
direct the Government of Fort St. Greorge immediately to station
a force, consisting of not less than two regiments, in whatever
position may be deemed most eligible for affording you the
necessary assistance in supporting the right of Secunder Jah;
and I authorise you, in the event of the death of the Nizam, or
whenever you may understand from Azeem-ool-Oomrah that the
death of his Highness is likely to take place within a very short
period of time, to order the commanding officer of this force
(who will be directed to obey your instructions) to march directly
to Hyderabad.

Considerable advantages might arise from your communi-
cating this determination to Azeemrool-Oomrah; but as it is to
be apprehended that he would avail himself of such a communi-
cation to serve his private purposes; and as a disclosure of my
determination on this point, either to the Nizam himself, or to
the Mahrattas3 or to Tippoo, might lead to very serious incon-
veniences, you -will take every possible precaution to prevent
this part of rny instmctions from transpiring until the death of
the Nizam, or the certainty of the near approach of that event,
shall render it necessary to impart my determination to Azeem~
ool-Oomrah.

Having received overtures of a very friendly nature from the